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When  university  presidents,  deans,  and  professors  of  engineering 
met  in  Washington,  at  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  December  29  htst, 
to  consider  how  the  engineering  schools  might  respond  more  per- 
fectly to  specific  demands  of  the  War  Department,  one  of  the  first 
questions  to  arise  was  the  great  falling  oti'  in  college  attendance.  If 
we  were  to  train  men,  men  must  be.  had  to  train.  College  men  were 
eager  to  offer  themselves  for  war  service,  and  those  of  suitable  age 
were  speedily  accepted.  Large  numbers  of  them  in  the  senior  and 
junior  classes  had  gone  to  war,  and  with  theni  their  professors  and 
instructors.  For  a  time  it  seemed  that  our  colleges  would  have  to 
close  their  doors. 

Out  of  the  discussion  of  this  question  came  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  draft  resolutions  to  the  President  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  President  to  be  asked  to  send  a  message  to  the  fathers 
and  mothers  of  the  country  urging  them  to  continue  the  education  of 
their  sons,  the  Secretary  of  War  to  see  that  teachers  enough  were 
left  to  train  these  sons. 

The  President  was  immediately  responsive,  desiring  only  a  suit- 
able occasion  on  Avhich  to  make  his  utterance.  This  was  at  once  found 
in  the  meeting  of  the  Department  of  Superintendence  of  the  National 
Education  Association;  and  the  president  of  the  department,  Mr. 
Thomas  E.  Finegan,  immediately  sent  an  invitation  to  President 
Wilson  to  make  this  the  occasion  for  his  address.  Unfortunately  he 
could  not  attend,  but  instead  sent  a  letter.  These  are  the  resolutions 
to  the  President: 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  representatives  of  universities  and  engi- 
neering schools,  convened  at  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  by  tlie  invi- 
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tation  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officei%  commend  to  the  attention  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  the  desirability  of  impressing  upon 
the  youth  of  the  country  the  necessity  of  preparing  themselves  for 
engineering  duties  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  for  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  the  >var,  and  for  the  reconstruction  period  >Yhich  must  follow 
the  war,  and  of  emphasizing  to  them,  that  because  of  the  enormous 
importance  of  technical  training  in  military  operations,  they  are  per- 
forming a  national  service  by  preparing  themselves  to  enter  engi- 
neering colleges  and  by  remaining  to  complete  their  studies  therein. 

"  The  recent  organization  of  enlisted  reserve  corps  in  which  stu- 
dents of  engineering  may  enroll  themselves,  makes  this  an  oppor- 
tune moment  for  a  presidential  notice  to  this  effect." 

December  29,  1917. 

[Carriod  unauiiiKiusly.] 

This  is  the  President's  reply  : 

"  The  White  PIouse, 
'"'•Washington,  18  January,  1918. 

"  My  Deak  Dean  Cooley  :  I  understand  that  there  is  to  be  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Department  of  Superintendence  of  the  National  Educa- 
tion Association  in  Atlantic  City  on  the  25th  of  next  month.  I 
sliould  like  very  much  to  be  present  in  person  at  that  meeting,  but 
since  I  can  not  be,  may  I  not  ask  you  to  express  to  the  gentlemen 
assembled  there  my  \'ery  great  concern  that  none  of  the  educational 
pi'ocesses  of  the  country  should  be  interrupted  any  more  than  is  abso- 
lutely unavoidable  during  the  war? 

"My  attention  has  lately  been  called  in  particular  to  the  falling 
off  in  tlie  number  of  engineering  students,  and  this  has  given  me  a 
g«jod  deal  of  concern,  because  it  is  not  only  immediately  necessary 
that  as  many  students  as  possible  should  prepare  themselves  for  en- 
gineering .d.utios  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  but  it  is  also  of  the  first 
consequence  to  the  country  that  there  should  be  an  adequate  supply 
of  engineers  for  the  period  of  reconstruction  which  must  follow 
the  war. 

"  Not  only  has  technical  training  become  of  enormous  importance 
in  military  operations,  but  the  role  of  the  engineer  has  become  more 
and  more  important  in  every  process  of  our  industrial  life,  and  I  hope 
that  influences  may  go  out  from  the  meeting  in  Atlantic  City  which 
Avill  call  the  attention  of  parents  throughout  the  country  to  the  im- 
portance of  making  any  sacrifice  that  it  is  possible  to  make  to  keep 
their  sons  in  the  schools  even  during  these  trying  times. 

"  Cordially  and  sincerely  yours, 

"(Signed)  Woodkow  Wilson." 
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